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into eny controversy with thet great Mutt, or to creatle

any rival spirit in that locality.
With profound respects,

*yours obediently,

/é/m-:..‘-——’-..-—--——-——-—""“"ﬂ-
Gfficor-in-charge,
Sringeri Mutt & 1ts properties.

To
‘Reverred' Vishudhananda Theertha Swamiji, )
s W g Pq‘lﬁ'l"% -S = WAV—JM

CONJEEVARAM

A tevter dated 14-10-1942 from the authorities of the Sringeri Mutt to
11 Visuddhananda Bharati. (p. 76)
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Sri Adi Sankara’s Date of Birth

Contradictions in Sri Sringeri Mutt
Views

Sri Bharathi Theertha Sannidhanam of Sri Sringeri Mutt in his
recent speeches claims that Sri Adi Sankara was born 1200 years before
i.ein the year 788 A.D. But on the contrary they them selves advocated Sri
Adi Sanakara’s date of birth to be in the 1st century B.C. which is clear
from the following.

The Vimarsa written by a former pontificial head of the Dvaraka
Sankaracharya Math, in 1872 records the incarnation of Adi Sankara-
charya as on Vaisakha Shukla panchami of the year 2631 of Yudhishtira
Saka = 506 B.C. ‘Yati-Dandaishvarya-Vidhanam’, published as No.4 of
the Govardhan Sankaracharya Math Granthamala, Puri (Orissa), in
1986, assigns Sankara’s advent in 509 B.C. (Vide page of the preface)
‘Mathaanusasana’, by Dandi Swami Advaitananda Sarasvathi, a Jyothir
Math Vibhaga publication of the year 1946, gives the year of birth of
Sankaracharya as 509 B.C. »

Sri Sacchidananda Sivabhinava Narasimha Bharatiswami, Head
of the Srirgeri Math (from 1868 A.D. to 1912 A.D.) constructed a temple
for Sankaracharya at Kaladi (the place of Sankaracharya’s birth) in
Kerala. The consecrations of this temple and also of the newly erccted
adjacent temple of Saradambal, took place in 1910, in the immediate
presence of and under the directions of the Svami. The Acharya caused
to set up a stone plaque, containing an inscription of 18 Sanskrit verses,
on one of the walls of the Saradambal temple, The inscription was seen
at the spot till about 1970. Though the plaque with the inscription is not
to be found at present in the temple, the text of the inscription has been
published in page 1 and 2 of the sanskrit portion of the work with the title
‘Kalady’, edited by late Professor K.R. Venkataraman and published on

behalf of the Kerala branches of the Sankara Seva Samiti in 1966. This
work also contains a message of blessings from present Senior Head of
Sringeri Math.

The premble of the inscription statesthat the verseinscribed below
are in memory of the consecration of the Sankaracharya temple at Kaladi
and for having a knowledge of the details about the Kumbhabhishekam
of the temples. The first two verses of the inscription purport to say that
on seeing the weakening of Dharma in the world, Sadasiva, as if in accor-
dance with his resolve, was born at Kalady,in Kerala, some 2000 years ago.
(i.e., 1910 - 2000 = 90 B.C.) as Sankaracharya. From the above itisto be
understood that till 1966, the former Acharyas as also the present Senior
Acharya of Sringeri have held that Sankaracharya was born in the first
century B.C.
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Sri Sankara Bhaktha Jana Sabha
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